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either in confidence or by improper means, obtains possession of a copy of it in manuscript, and boldly publishes it as his own. The true authour, in many cases, may not be able to make his title clear. Johnson, indeed, from the peculiar features of his literary offspring, might bid defiance to any attempt to appropriate them to others.
'But  Shakspeare's magick could not copied be, Within that circle none durst walk but he1!'
He this year lent his friendly assistance to correct and improve a pamphlet written by Mr. Gwyn, the architect, entitled, Thottglits on the Coronation of George III.*
Johnson had now for some years admitted Mr. Baretti to his intimacy; nor did their friendship cease upon their being separated by Baretti's revisiting his native country, as appears from Johnson's letters to him.
' To MR. JOSEPH BARETTI, AT MILAN".
' You reproach me very often with parsimony of writing: but you may discover by the extent of my paper, that I design to recompence rarity by length. A short letter to a distant friend is, in my opinion, an insult like that of a slight bow or cursory salutation;—a proof of unwillingness to do much, even where there is a necessity of doing something. Yet it must be remembered, that he who continues the same course of life in the same place, will have little to tell. One week and one year are very like one another. The silent changes made by time are not always perceived; and if they arc not perceived, cannot be recounted. I have risen and lain down, talked and mused, while you have roved over a considerable part of Europe3; yet I have not envied my Baretti any of his pleasures, though, perhaps, I have envied others his company: and I am glad to have other nations made acquainted with the character of the English, by a traveller who has so nicely in spected our manners, and so successfully studied our literature. I received
' From the Prologue to Drydeu's adaptation of The Tempest.
" The originals of Dr. Johnson's three letters to Mr. Baretti, which are among tlie very best he ever wrote, were communicated to the
first appeared.    BOSWELL.
3 Baretti left London for Lisbon on Aug. 14, 1760. He went through Portugal, Spain, and France to An-tibes, whence he went by sea to Genoa, where he arrived on Nov. 18.ts being attributed to him in conversation. BOSWELL.
